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Agenda Item # 1:     CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Strickland at 2:30 p.m. and it was determined that a quorum of 
members was present.  Chairman Strickland thanked everyone for coming and reviewed the meeting procedures 
with those in attendance today.  
 

LOWNDES  COUNTY  CASES 
 

Agenda Item  # 2:     VAR-2017-06 ---  Rodney Tenery, Jr. on behalf of Odessa G. Denton c/o Lonnie 
M. Denton (5838 Clyattville Nankin Road, Valdosta) 
 
Chairman Strickland announced the case. Mrs. Braswell stated that the applicant was asking for a variance to 
Section 4.04.04 (C,4) of the ULDC as it pertains to the Family Ties Land Division and a variance to Table 4.01.01(G) 
as it pertains to lot width requirements. The subject property consists of about 19 acres and is located on Clyattville 
Nankin Road, Valdosta, and is zoned E-A.  In this case, the last will and testament of Odessa G. Denton divided 
her property in a manner that does nRW�PHHW�WKH�8/'&¶V�VWDQGDUGV�DV�LW�SHUWDLQV�WR�UHPQDQW�SURSHUW\��The proposed 
division does not meet the standard that provides ³WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�WKH�SDUHQW�SDUFHO�DIWHU�FUHDWLRQ�RI�ORWV�XQGHU�
the Family Ties Land Division process shall meet the minimum loW�DUHD�UHTXLUHPHQWV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�7DEOH����������*��´�
Table 4.01.01 (G) provides that the minimum lot area for the E-A district shall be 5 acres. All of the proposed lots 
are ~3.82 acres. In addition to the Family Ties Variance, the applicant is also requesting a Variance to the minimum 
210 feet lot width requirement for 2 of the proposed lots ± as hatched on the schematic, one of the lots measures 
200 feet and the other lot measures 163.48 feet. Rezoning was discussed with the applicant, but could potentially 
be riskier than asking for a variance.  Regarding the minimum lot width requirement, staff is of the opinion that the 
ORWV� DUH� ODUJH� HQRXJK� WR� DFFRPPRGDWH� D� SULYDWH� VHSWLF� V\VWHP� DQG� ZHOO�� 2QH� RI� VWDII¶V� FRQFHUQV� LV� VHWWLQJ� D�
precedent, and the property¶V�DELOLW\�WR�PHHW�WKH�SURYLVLRQV�RI�Whe family ties land divisions. Another consideration 
included the proposed subdivisions will not be out of scale or character with the existing development pattern. 
Ultimately, the TRC recommended approval, citing critHULD�³G�´� 
 
Mrs. Hobby asked what the minimum width was to accommodate a well. Mrs. Braswell stated 120 feet, as required 
by the Health Department. Mrs. Hobby asked how the Health Department arrived at that figure. Mrs. Braswell stated 
she was not sure. Mrs. Hobby asked how the idea of a 5 acre requirement in E-A came about. Mrs. Braswell stated 
that before the ULDC, there was no family ties allowance, but the consultant came up with the idea for the 
requirement. Mrs. Braswell stated that staff believed that 3.8 acres blended in in this immediate area, for staff to be 
able to support the variance request. Mrs. Hobby asked if Ms. Denton wrote her will before the ULDC. Mrs. Braswell 
stated the will was done after the ULDC became effective, and that when wills were created, most attorneys were 
not aware of the ULDC requirements. These lots were created by deeds, and deeds were not reviewed by Zoning 


